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1 – The Teams and the Recent Spur in 

Social Economy Research in Canada
 The Martin government’s budget of 2004-05 announced $132 

million in funding (over 5 years) to support the social economy, 

including $15 million for research through SSHRC.

 In 2005 and 2006 a total of 6 Community-University regional 

teams or research partnerships (“Nodes”) were funded, plus a 

coordinating “Hub” based at the University of Victoria.

 In Atlantic Canada, the regional team is the Social Economy 
and Sustainability Research Network headed by Leslie Brown 

at MSVU (Halifax). 

 This Atlantic Network is in turn constituted of 6 sub-teams 

(“sub-nodes”) including one based at UNB (Mapping and 

Policy) and one based au U. de Moncton (Natural Resources).
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 In 2009, our Atlantic Canada network  included 37 

academics (from 6 universities), 48 community partners, 

13 government partners and 20 graduate students.

 The network currently has over 50 projects on the books 

(big and small) at various stages of completion, including 8 

student-lead projects such as Theses.

 Today you will ear from a small sample of 3 policy 

relevant projects from this network having to do with 

homecare, micro-financing and social forestry.

 For more info see: www.msvu.ca/socialeconomyatlantic
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2- The Social Economy: 
A Bridging Concept

2.1 Historical Origins of the Social Economy

2.2 Normative Structure and Definition

2.3 Areas of Activities and Size

2.4 One of Four Sectors in a Plural Economy

2.5 Empowering individuals, groups and communities
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2.1 Historical Origins
 Origins are multiple and complex.

 Early 19th-century France saw reformists promoting 
collective (but non-State) solutions to problems like 
poverty.

 Later on, in England and the US, Robert Owen 
emphasized co-operation in some social experiments 
(e.g., New Harmony, Indiana).

 Rochdale Co-operative Store (1844).

 The term social economy originated in France in the 
late 19th century.

 Social Economy Main Components = 

Co-operatives + Mutuals + NPOs + Social Enterprises
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Early Theorists

C. Fourier

1772-1837

C. de Saint-

Simon

1760-1825

F. LePlay

1806-1970

R. Owen

1771-1858
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Early Practice:
The Rochdale Co-operative Store (1844)
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2.2 The Normative Structure of 

the Social Economy
 SE organizations produce goods & services 

with a clear social mission and have these ideal 
type features:

 Services to members and communities & non-
profit orientation.

 Management is distinct of government.

 Some democratic decision-making by workers or 
users.

 People have priority over capital.

 Participation, empowerment, individual & 
collective responsibility are emphasized.



Social Economy: A Definition 

Social economy is a bridging concept 

for organizations that have social 

objectives central to their mission and 

their practice and either have explicit 

economic objectives or generate 

economic value through the services 

they provide and purchases that they 

under take.

Quarter, Mook & Armstrong (2009: 4)
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2.3 Areas of Activities: 

Cradle to Grave!
 Health & Social Services 

(childcare and homecare)

 Labour Market Integration

 Media and Information 

Technologies

 Popular Education

 Sports and Recreation

 Tourism

 Advocacy

 Cultural Activities

 Land Management

 Environment and 

Recycling

 Local and Regional 

Development

 Fair Trade

 Financial Services

 Housing

 Funeral Homes
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Size: Bigger than you think!
(See also the NB Fact Sheet in your Folder)

 161,000 nonprofit and voluntary organizations in 
Canada in 2003...

 12,882 in Atlantic Canada.

 Just over half are registered charities.

 There are over 100 credit unions/CP in the Atlantic 
region.

 There are 620 co-operatives in Atlantic region

 $1.4 billion in revenues in 2002.

 8,012 paid employees.
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2.4 The Four Sectors in the Delivery of Human Services

Public

Sector

Private

Sector

Social Economy

Informal Sector
Source: Adapted from Vaillancourt & Jetté (1999)

Public Institutions

Government Departments 

& Agencies

Non-Profits, Mutuals and

Cooperatives

Private Agencies

Self-employed workers

Family

Friends

Neighbors

Self-help groups

Volunteer (only) groups

Self-

employed

(Back

Market)
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2.5 Conclusion on Empowerment 
(Participation…Civic Engagement)

 The Social Economy has a proven 

track-record in:

 Involving the Producers/Workers

 Involving the Users/Clients

 Involving the Communities

 This situates it well to contribute in 

solving many challenges facing our 

society!



THANK YOU !
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Introduction 

The aim of this presentation is two-fold:

To provide a general overview of care and the „mental 

roadblocks‟ society has about care

To examine the specifics of home care in New Brunswick

Two streams of home care services in the province

• home health care (professional services)

• home support care (non-professional services)

Preliminary information of what we know about the social 

economy or third sector component of home care in the 

province
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Thinking About Care
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Nexus of Formal Care

Marketplace

Structuring

Social

Welfare

Government

Policies

& Practices

Economic

Ideologies

Home

Care
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Four Models of Care Ideals

Sources:  Hochschild 2003

Traditional Ideals

Idealized and nostalgic - caring in the family

Postmodern Model

Highly individualistic approach - market-based

Cold Modern Model

Institutional solutions - can be alienating

Warm Modern Model

Amalgam of care - some institutional, some private, equally 

shared by women and men
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Defining Home Care

Sources:  Dumont-Lemasson, Donovan, and Wylie 1999, 10

Health Canada delineates home care as a means to

enable persons with illnesses or disabilities to

continue living in their own home or community rather

than being transferred to institutionalized care and

“may be delivered under numerous organizational

structures, and similarly numerous funding and client

payment mechanisms.”
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Home Care Streams

Sources: NB EMP 2006; FCS 2005

Health Care Support Care

Physicians Respiratory therapy Personal care Housecleaning

Nursing Acute care Personal grooming 

assistance

Transportation 

assistance

Social work Palliative Care Personal movement 

& mobility

Shopping

Occupational 

therapy

Long term care Respite/relief care

Physiotherapy Rehabilitation 

therapy

Non-intrusive care Teaching home 

support

Speech Language 

Pathology

Oxygen therapy Self-

sufficiency/IDLs

Companionship*

Clinical dietetics Meal planning and 

preparation
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Home Care in
New Brunswick
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Demographic Profile
1986 New Brunswick Population 

Profile

2006 New Brunswick Population 

Profile

Median Age: 30.4 Median Age: 41.5

Source: Statistics Canada


