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Technical Setup

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This time will be used to ensure attendees have had ample time to be oriented to the technology and have Elluminate Live! and the teleconference working properly. 



Agenda
• Overview of SE space (Leslie/Stan)
• Submission Criteria (Leslie/Roger)
• Social Economy Lib Guide (Meg Raven)
• Submission Demonstration (Roger & 

Melissa)
• Questions/Discussion (All)



Introduction

• The Social Economy Atlantic Portal is a 
collaborative, online repository of 
resources that provides free access to 
research and resources related to the 
Social Economy, with a focus in the 
Atlantic Provinces.
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The Social Economy Atlantic Portal is a collaborative, online database that provides free access to research and resources related to the Social Economy, with a focus in the Atlantic Provinces. The objective of the project is the creation of a Social Economy Portal that is will make Social Economy resources and research easily accessible for members of the general public, practitioners in the field, and academics, using content management software, LibGuides and DSpace.



Project Overview
• Social Economy Space (SE space

• A Guide to Resources

• Community-university collaboration and partnership

• Research Clusters: mapping and portraying, policy, 

community mobilization through the social economy, 

communications, measurement and financing
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[Leslie]

The goal of SE space is to create an online space that fosters a virtual community of knowledge sharing, providing easy, open access to Social Economy research and resources, with a focus in Atlantic Canada, and encourages academics and Social Economy practitioners to self-submit and share scholarly articles, reports, grey literature, and other learning tools. 



The challenges of accessing Information on the social economy are considerable given the multi-disciplinary nature of those doing the research and the fact that much of the work takes place outside academic institutions, in government departments, independent think tanks and social economy sector organizations.  The goals of the Social Economy Atlantic Portal include improving accessibility to the sources of knowledge about the social economy and promoting partnerships and networking opportunities across Atlantic university libraries, researchers, students, and the social economy sector.  



The Mount Library is working in collaboration with Dr. Leslie Brown and the Social Economy Sustainability and Research Network (SESRN) to develop SE space.  Work on the Project to date has been completed by Mount Librarians, Meg Raven, Stan Orlov, Hilary Skov-Nielsen, and Donna Bourne-Tyson, in conjunction with Dalhousie School of Information Management students Sean Swanick and Yan Gu.  Design and customization was done by Roger Gillis, Archivist at the Mount, and Stan Orlov. Assistance with the French aspects of SE space was provided by Sam Popowich (University of Ottawa), Denise Nevo (MSVU), and Victoria Volkanova (Universite de Moncton)



The Mount Library has served as project leader throughout the implementation and development of the SE space, gathering and indexing data for the DSpace community, and overseeing the design and customization of the Portal.  The Mount Library worked in collaboration with Université de Moncton Library to ensure that the Portal is available in both English and French.  Librarians at all the Sub-Node institutions for SESRN partner sites --  SMU, UPEI, Université de Moncton, UNB, Sir Wilfred Grenfell and MUN, and Sub-Node coordinators, other team members, and other libraries where the team has members will be invited to play an active role in the SE space as contributors and coordinators.



Over these five years, research network members from 51 partner organizations, 21 universities and 17 government departments and agencies worked together on 56 research projects, as well as on assorted annotated bibliographies, fact sheets, maps, and Network and Sub-Node events. We collectively employed some 50 students, and mentored 8 student theses.







Planning
• Hosted on the Mount Institutional Repository
• Customized interface- SE space has a unique 

design separate from the rest of the IR
• Audience
• Content

– Full-text
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The Social Economy Atlantic Portal is hosted on the Mount Saint Vincent University Institutional Repository, the Digital Commons using DSpace software.



The Portal maintains a unique design and functionality, separate from the rest of the repository.  The design has been a collaborative effort between Library staff, and the SESRN.  Library staff provided technical expertise, and members of the SESRN provided feedback and design suggestions throughout the process.  The primary audience of the Social Economy Atlantic Portal are SESRN members, Social Economy practitioners, students, researchers and academics.



The objective of the SE space is to encourage submission of Social Economy resources from SESRN members and SE practitioners in the field.  The primary function of SE space is to archive all of the work that is done within the SESRN,  related to the Social Economy, and to provide full-text versions of the publications.  All of the items currently housed on the SESRN public website will be transferred to SE space.  The initial set-up of the SE space, however, required a significant amount of resources to be submitted to it prior to the launch, in order to showcase its functionality and organizational structure.  Resources were taken from the SESRN website, the Social Economy LibGuide and government websites, and were entered deposited into the repository by Mount Librarians and Dalhousie School of Information Management students, and SESRN project staff.  All of the content on the SE space will be publicly available, but a username and password will be required to submit new resources to the Portal.     



Technology

• SE space was created using DSpace 
software
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[Stan]

SE space was created using DSpace software.  DSpace is the ideal environment in which to create the Social Economy portal because it provides data storage, the organization and dissemination of information resources and the ability to allow for multiple contributors.  DSpace provides the ability to store vast amounts of data and provides self-submission capabilities,  which allows multiple users to submit resources to the SE space 



DSpace

• Open Source /  Open Access digital repository 

software

• Self-archiving

• Submissions are searchable through Google

• Focus on Digital Preservation
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In order to create a research repository that transcends institutional boundaries and affiliations and that would allow partnering institutions to submit resources to the Portal independently, it was decided that the open source digital repository software, DSpace, would provide a virtual environment that encourages and promotes participation across institutions and within the SESRN.



DSpace provides open access to digital content and is searchable through Google, providing the added bonus of increased visibility to both the publications contained within the Portal and the authors of the published materials.



SE space is a pilot project and is an innovative use of Dspace, as a publicly accessible research tool.   DSpace is commonly used to create institutional  repository for academic institutions, storing and disseminating the intellectual output of an academic institution, but we recognized its potential to be used as a research tool that promotes partnership and collaboration beyond the borders of individual institutions.  



Social Economy Space

• DEMO of SE space
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Social Economy Space

SE space: Submission Criteria
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We would like very much for you and other interested organizations and individuals to submit to this site. However, there are a few criteria that we would need you to adhere to in making submissions.

First, the work that you submit you must be the copyright holder or have permission from the copyright. Ideally, you would be submitting material that is the intellectual property of you or an organization you work for or are affiliated with.   Depositing an item in a repository like a SE space isn’t like publishing per se, but

it is a form of online dissemination, so we have to ensure that we are in compliance with copyright. 



Second, we are requiring that you submit an actual document and not simply a reference to a social economy-related document. This is what distinguishes this site as a repository of Social Economy-related material and not just a list of references to that material.   



Third, we have the ability to support multiple digital formats. The bulk of the material currently in SE space is in PDF format, but you can also submit other digital formats such as audio and video. So, if you have materials of that nature that you’d like to submit, we’d be happy to have you submit them.  







Social Economy Space

Social Economy Libguide demonstration:

http://libguides.msvu.ca/socialeconomy
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http://libguides.msvu.ca/socialeconomy


Thank You.
Questions/Comments before submission 

process? 



Social Economy Space

• Submission Demonstration

Presenter
Presentation Notes
[Roger and Melissa]

Those who are interested in the submission process are invited to stay for the next portion of the presentation where we will demonstrate the submission process and provide more information on how to go about submitting to SE space. 
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