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Although numerous socially minded 

organizations operate worldwide, 
conventional accounting statements fall 
short in demonstrating social and 
environmental value. In alignment with 
this view, there is a call for a more 
imaginative social accounting.

Evergreen, a national nonprofit 
organization founded in 1991, and the 
Social Economy Centre of the University 
of Toronto, have partnered to develop a 
social accounting model that integrates 
economic, social and environmental 
information to drive behaviour towards 
sustainability.
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• Mainstream accounting:
value added

• Critical accounting:
accounting models a re 
socially constructed and 
drive behaviour

•Sustainability: guides 
choice of variables

•Integrated social 
accounting: integrates 
economic, social and 
environmental

Southern Ontario Social Economy Community-University Research Alliance

(Mook, 2007)



Click to edit Master title styleClick to edit Master title style

Southern Ontario Social Economy Community-University Research Alliance

Project MethodologyProject Methodology

Current Work
(February – April)

• Literature review consisting of:
Prior experiments
Approaches
Related institutional items
Social accounting reports
Evergreen reports and documents

• Current Evergreen data sources identified
• Introductory meetings with key Evergreen staff
• Identification of key questions
• Monthly / bi-monthly meetings

Sharing findings
Reflection
Planning

• Using online technology (Wiki) to capture, 
share and organize project work

Future work
(May – August)

• Coordination with Evergreen strategy 
planning team

• Data collection / stakeholder consultations
(coordinated with strategy planning team)

Focus groups
Interviews
Surveys

• Criteria and selection of key indicators
• Market comparison of indicators
• Operationalize social accounting model
• Feedback and review process
• Community presentations
• Fact sheet / online report
• Article in academic journal; case study
• Conference presentations

This project employs a participatory, reflective research approach
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