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Introduction

Social Economy Space (SE space) is an online repository of 
resources that attempts to address this issue by providing free 
access to research and resources related to the Social Economy, 
with a focus on Atlantic Canada.

Research outputs from research projects, especially those that are 
not commercially published (often referred to as grey literature), may 
often not be made accessible after a research project is completed. 



Social Economy Space (SE space) 
www.socialeconomyatlantic.ca



Social Economy & Sustainability 
Research Network (SESRN)

A group of researchers from academic institutions, community 
organizations and various levels of government, who have come 
together to explore the Social Economy in Atlantic Canada.

Atlantic Network is one of six such regional research networks 
across Canada.

University  researchers partner with community economic 
development organizations, non-profits, service sector organizations 
and co-operatives of a local, regional and national scope.



Social Economy & Sustainability 
Research Network (SESRN)

Employing, mentoring, and involving students in social economy 
research a top priority of the network.

Two of the member institutions’ libraries (Mount Saint Vincent 
University and Université de Moncton), in consultation with the 
SESRN directors developed a repository for the project.



About the Project: Université de Moncton 

Université de Moncton, location of a sub-project of the SESRN:  
Mobilization for Natural Resources and Livelihoods, under the 
direction of Dr. Omer Chouinard, which focused on natural resources 
of New Brunswick.   

Université de Moncton Library, Champlain Library: Collaborated with 
MSVU Library in the construction of the French side of SE space and 
in encouraging French submissions to the repository



About the Project: Mount Saint Vincent 
University (MSVU)

SE space was developed by the MSVU Library as part of the Digital 
Commons, the MSVU Institutional Repository. 

The MSVU collaborated with the director of the Atlantic Regional 
Network director, Dr. Leslie Brown, and her team to build the SE 
space.



Institutional Repositories

UNB: RiverRun Repository

UPEI: IslandScholar Repository

MSVU: MSVU Digital Commons



About the Project: Technology

SE space was created using Dspace 
software



About the Project: Technology



Social Economy Libguide
http://libguides.msvu.ca/socialeconomy



Institutional repositories
Designed to capture, preserve, and provide access to the research 
output of a research community

Common examples of resources stored in repositories are theses and 
dissertations, articles, reports, and conference papers . Also can 
contain different digital  formats such as audio and video files

Several types of repositories: research repository, subject-based 
repository, institutional repository, and subject-based repository



SE space as a repository
Contains both academic and non-academic works

Works in SE space are written by academics and social economy 
sector organizations such as community organizations and 
cooperatives

Works in SE space are in both English and French and in a number of 
different formats (PDF, powerpoint, mp3)



Grey Literature
Works produced by government, academia, business, 
and industry that are not commercially published 
(Luzi, 2000)

Can include theses and dissertations, working 
papers, technical reports, conference proceedings, 
presentations, and a number of other formats



Open Access

Research is made freely and 
openly available via the World 
Wide Web



Green Open Access

Gold Open Access
Paying a journal or publisher to publish an article in a 
journal, at a cost to the author or institution. 

Author can self-archive at the time of or after submission of the 
publication typically by depositing in an Open Access repository 
(such as SE space). This can include, grey literature, peer- 
reviewed journal articles, or other types of publication. Green 
Open Access is the preferred route and the route offered through 
SE space.

Types of Open Access



Subject-based Repositories
Authors deposit academic works from particular discipline into a 
repository allowing for open access to their research



Adherence to Funding Bodies’ Guidelines 
Guidelines



Conclusion

Archiving academic and grey literature  is an important effort that 
benefits a variety of audiences, not just universities. 

SE space acts a repository to archive the work done as part of 
SESRN and provide preservation and access to the research 
produced past the end of the project

Institutional, and subject-based repositories are important channels for 
scholarly communications



Thank you!

Visit SE space:
http://www.socialeconomyatlantic.ca

Become a submitter
Contact: library@msvu.ca

http://www.socialeconomyatlantic.ca/
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